Ken Johnson Named
Carnegie Fellow
Carsey School senior demographer receives $200,000 to
forward research
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KEN JOHNSON HAS BEEN NAMED A 2016 ANDREW CARNEGIE FELLOW.
KEN JOHNSON WAS SO FOCUSED ON THE PRESENTATION HE WAS DOING FOR
THE NEW HAMPSHIRE CHARITABLE FOUNDATION AND HEALTH ENDOWMENT
IN CONCORD THE MORNING OF APRIL 7 THAT HE QUICKLY DELETED AN EMAIL
MARKED “PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL” THAT APPEARED TO BE SPAM. IT
DIDN’T TAKE HIM LONG TO REALIZE HIS MISTAKE.
“A few emails down in my inbox I found one from President Huddleston congratulating
me for receiving the country’s most prestigious and most generous fellowship available
to advance research in the social sciences and humanities. The email I had deleted was

from the president of the Carnegie Corporation informing me I had been named a
fellow,” Johnson says with a laugh.
The professor of sociology and senior demographer at the Carsey School of Public
Policy is one of just 33 scholars from around the country to be named a 2016 Andrew
Carnegie Fellow. He will receive $200,000 from the Carnegie Corporation to fund his
research on demographic shifts in rural America, in particular the growing Hispanic
population and the Great Recession, and on the implications these demographic
changes have for policy.

“Rural concerns are often overlooked in a policy
environment dominated by urban-centric media,
policymakers and foundations."
“This is an incredible honor,” Johnson says. “It was flattering just to be nominated but to
be selected is something I’m still trying to get used to. I have studied rural America
throughout my career and it is gratifying to see Carnegie’s recognition for not only this
often forgotten part of America but the important role the social sciences play in
understanding big policy questions.”
Johnson was nominated by President Mark Huddleston. “It gives me great pleasure to
see our faculty receive the recognition they deserve on a national stage and for the
Carnegie Corporation to recognize the important research being done every day at
public flagship institutions,” he says.
The fellowship will allow Johnson to undertake a comprehensive analysis of the
demographic data that is constantly being released, mining it for insights into the impact
of the Great Recession and an influx of Hispanics on rural America.
“The growing Hispanic population and the Great Recession have significant implications
for three critical factors that influence access to opportunities: child poverty, local
government resources and political incorporation,” Johnson says. “Rural concerns are
often overlooked in a policy environment dominated by urban-centric media,
policymakers and foundations. Yet, a vibrant rural America contributes to the nation’s
intellectual and cultural diversity as well as provides most of the nation’s food, fiber,
minerals, clean air and clean water.”
Johnson wrote his doctoral dissertation at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill,
on rural America and has continued to track demographic trends and their implications
for rural people, places and institutions throughout his career. This fellowship will allow
him to continue to explore the demographic trends in rural America, shedding light on
the implications they have for a part of America that encompasses 74 percent of the
U.S. land area and 46 million people.

Excellence in Research
Ken Johnson received the Excellence in Research Award from UNH in 2013. Watch
Video

Johnson has published a book and more than 70 peer-reviewed publications including
articles in leading academic journals. In addition, he is highly sought after for his
expertise and ability to explain demographics for a broad audience by reporters for
national media outlets like The New York Times, USA Today, The Wall Street Journal,
National Public Radio and CNN. In 2013 Johnson received the university’s faculty
award for excellence in research and in 2011 he was recognized with the Rural
Sociological Society’s excellence in research award for outstanding contributions to
rural research.
“We reviewed proposals from the nation’s preeminent scholars and thinkers, as well as
from the next generation of promising thinkers and writers,” says Susan Hockfield,
president emerita of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, who chaired the panel
of jurors. “The large number of truly outstanding proposals makes the jury’s task
difficult, but it also renews our confidence that social science and humanistic
perspectives will — and must — contribute to designing solutions to today’s most
complex challenges.”
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